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RECENT REFERENCES: 

None 

 
 

 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: 

Member of Parliament Nick Hurd is promoting a Private Member’s Bill – the Sustainable 
Communities Bill. The Bill attracted cross-party support at its Second Reading Debate in the 
Commons last month. It is now being considered by a Committee of the House. 

The Bill proposes that: 

• the government should publish a yearly account of the amount of public money spent 
in each community, and explain what proportion of that spending is controlled by 
local people and what  by Whitehall. 

• Councils be given the power, after detailed consultation with local people, to work out 
their own alternative local spending plan - and the ability to allocate that public 
spending in their area in a different way. 

• the government would reserve national priorities, only where such key public services 
need a clear national lead and national accountability, such as primary and 
secondary education and acute healthcare. 

The Bill is attached at Appendix 1 

Council’s across England are being asked to support the principles of real devolution that the 
Bill sets out, which are consistent with the approach set out in the 2006 White paper “Strong 
and Prosperous Communities.” 
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RECOMMENDATION: 

That the Cabinet endorse the principles of the Bill, and make their support known to the 
Department of Communities & Local Government, the Local Government Association and 
the local Member of Parliament.  Individual party Groups may also want to encourage their 
own representatives at the LGA to support the Bill’s proposals. 

 
 
 
 
OTHER CONSIDERATIONS: 

1 CORPORATE STRATEGY (RELEVANCE TO): 

1.1 The approach the Bill takes would assist in our ability to respond to the needs of our 
local community, and allow local choice in accordance with priorities set out in our 
Community and Corporate Strategies. 

2 RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS: 

2.1 None directly. The provisions of the Bill would permit greater local choice in the 
allocation of existing resources. 

 

BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS: 

None 

APPENDICES: 

Appendix 1 - Sustainable Communities Bill. 
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