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FOR DECISION 
WARD(S):  ALL 

 

LICENSING AND REGULATION COMMITTEE 
 
16 January 2014 

REVIEW OF HACKNEY CARRIAGE AND PRIVATE HIRE VEHICLE CONDITIONS 
FOLLOWING CONSULTATION 

REPORT OF HEAD OF LICENSING 

Contact Officer:  Carol Stefanczuk     Tel No:  01962 848 188 

 

 
RECENT REFERENCES: 

LR427 - Review of Hackney Carriage and Private Hire Vehicle Conditions. 

LR397 - Review of condition for window tinting in licensed vehicles. 

 

 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: 

This report is to consider comments made during the consultation period for 
amendments to the Hackney Carriage and Private Hire Vehicle Conditions with 
respect to advertising on licensed vehicles and minor amendments relating to 
emissions and requirement for a spare wheel or tyre re-inflation device. 
 
 

 
RECOMMENDATIONS: 

1 That Members consider the comments in Appendix 2 with regard to the 
condition for emissions and decide whether any changes should be made to 
the Hackney Carriage and Private Hire Vehicle Conditions. 

2 That Members confirm the amendments to the Hackney Carriage and Private 
Hire Vehicle Conditions with regard to advertising and requirement for a spare 
wheel or tyre re-inflation device as no comments have been received. 

3 That the Head of Licensing be given delegated authority to amend the 
Hackney Carriage and Private Hire Vehicle Conditions and implement the 
changes as soon as reasonably possible.  

http://www.winchester.gov.uk/meetings/details/1227
http://www.winchester.gov.uk/meetings/details/1051
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LICENSING AND REGULATION COMMITTEE 
 
16 January 2014 

REVIEW OF HACKNEY CARRIAGE AND PRIVATE HIRE VEHICLE CONDITIONS 
FOLLOWING CONSULTATION 

REPORT OF HEAD OF LICENSING 

 
DETAIL: 
 
1 Introduction 

1.1 At the Licensing and Regulation Committee on 28 November 2013, Members 
considered a report to amend the Hackney Carriage and Private Hire Vehicle 
Conditions with respect to advertising on licensed vehicles and minor 
amendments relating to emissions and requirement for a spare wheel or tyre 
re-inflation device. 

1.2 Members resolved that, subject to the rewording of condition 10 (relating to 
spare wheel), that the draft conditions be approved and for the Head of 
Licensing to consult with the trade.  

1.3 The Head of Licensing reworded condition 10 to read; A spare wheel or tyre 
re-inflation device, as supplied by the manufacturer, must be maintained and 
kept in the Vehicle at all times. In the event of a puncture, The Driver shall 
secure alternative transport without delay to complete the journey. 

2 Consultation 

2.1 The Licensing section wrote to all hackney carriage and private hire drivers 
and private hire operators on 5 December 2013 to consult them on the 
proposed changes. The Consultation period was for 28 days and ended on 3 
January 2014.  

2.2 During the consultation period, the Licensing section received six comments 
from licensed drivers.  All of the comments were in opposition to the proposed 
condition to require drivers to not leave their engines running whilst waiting for 
a fare. 

2.3 The comments refer to not being able to use the vehicle heaters in very cold 
conditions.  The comments in full can be found at Appendix 2. 

2.4 No comments were received regarding the proposed conditions relating to 
advertising or the requirement for a spare wheel or tyre re-inflation device.  
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3 Decision 

3.1 In light of the comments received, Members are asked to give further 
consideration on whether to implement the condition that states; Drivers shall 
not leave Vehicle engines running whilst waiting for a fare.  This includes 
Hackney Carriages whilst plying for hire on a taxi rank.  

3.2 The proposal for consideration of such a condition was included within the 
City Council’s original Air Quality Action Plan, which is in the process of being 
refreshed at present and will provide the opportunity to link the actions to 
other plans and strategies relating to traffic management in the City.  

3.3 It has not been possible to action this item to date but the current review 
provides the opportunity for its inclusion and demonstrate commitment to the 
improvements required to improve air quality in order that in future the in order 
to reduce vehicle emissions within the City Centre. . 

 

OTHER CONSIDERATIONS: 

4 SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITY STRATEGY AND CHANGE PLANS 
(RELEVANCE TO): 

4.1 This report relates to ensuring the safety of the public using taxis and private 
hire vehicles licensed by the Council. 

4.2 There are also links to the High Quality Environment priority because of the 
links to air quality within the City Centre. 

5 RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS: 

5.1 It is anticipated that the cost of implementation will be covered in the existing 
budget and will equate to approximately 5 hours of a Licensing Officer’s time.  

5.2 Licensing Officers consider that the condition relating to emissions will be 
difficult to enforce. 

6 RISK MANAGEMENT ISSUES 

6.1 The Head of Licensing considers that by approving all requests for displaying 
advertisements on licensed vehicles, this will ensure that they are to a high 
standard.  If an inappropriate advertisement, such as listed in condition 20, is 
displayed on a licensed vehicle, this would result in the vehicle licence being 
suspended until the advertisement is removed. 

BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS: 

None  
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APPENDICES: 

Appendix 1 Revised Draft Hackney Carriage and Private Hire Vehicle 
Conditions  

Appendix 2 Comments received from Hackney Carriage and Private Hire 
Drivers during the consultation period 
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