
S
t

a
g

e

2

DPD Preparation Process Sustainability Appraisal
Preparation Process

Consultation
Periods

Consultation Structure for Development Plan Documents
S

t
a

g
e

3

S
t

a
g

e

4

S
t

a
g

e

5

Representations
considered at Public
Examination

Formal 
public 
consultation on
submitted DPD 
for six weeks
Reg 28

Formal public 
consultation for six 
weeks 
Reg 26

Informal
consultation with
key bodies
Reg 25

S
t

a
g

e

1

Front loading
to identify
issues

Background work on issues

Identify and assess ‘Issues’

Prepare and publish ‘Preferred Option’
in the light of responses

Publish revised DPD and submit to 
Government having considered responses

An independent  ‘Public Examination’ 
of the DPD 

Prepare Scoping Report for 
sustainability appraisal

Prepare an initial appraisal of
issues and options

Prepare a final appraisal of issues
and options

Submit completed sustainability
report to Government

Inspector produces a binding
report

The Council adopts the DPD

➤
➤

➤
➤

➤

Diagram 4


