
The Rising Sun Colden Common 

Addendum to Environmental Health Request for Licensing Review 

My name is Philip Tidridge, and I am a Chartered Environmental Health Practitioner working for 
the Environmental Protection team at Winchester City Council. I have over 30 years’ experience 
in assessing noise nuisance and I am a chartered member of the Institute of Environmental 
Health. 

Following contact from a local resident we were made aware that there was a potential event 
taking place at the Rising Sun, suggested to be a Summer Garden Party from 6pm onwards on 
21 June 2025. 

At the request of Abigail Toms (Team Leader for the Environmental Protection team who made 
the representation), I attended the site to witness the event from a prevention of public 
nuisance perspective (the licensing objective on which the review was based). 

I arrived on site at 18:45 and observed that the outside area to the west of the main pub building 
was being used for an event. Specifically, this was the tarmac area on which tables and seating 
is currently located and the grassed area. This consisted of an outside BBQ, a bouncy castle (for 
children) and a live musician. 

This musician was using a guitar that was being amplified using a single large tripod speaker to 
a height of about 1.5 to 2meters. This speaker was located on the boundary between the tarmac 
and grassed areas next to the green fence. The volume of the music was significant and having 
parked on the main road opposite the pub, I considered this would be intrusive inside local 
residents’ properties and very intrusive in their garden areas. I question why the music needed 
to be so loud as it was at a volume much higher than necessary to provide a suitable ambience 
and entertainment to persons at the event; who were seated near the performer. I further 
question why it was necessary for the use of any amplification for such an event.  

I then parked in the layby on the opposite side (east) of the pub and sat in the car with the 
window open. The words from the song could still clearly be heard despite now being shielded 
by the main pub building. 

I left the site at just after 19:00 and the music was still playing.  

Overall, I am of the professional opinion that this event could have been organised in a much 
more sympathetic way to reduce noise impacts and promote the licence objective of the 
prevention of public nuisance. This event therefore in my view supports the need to call this 
licence into review and seek changes to the Premises licence by adding additional controls to 
reduce noise impacts. 

Subsequent to these observations we have received two complaints about the noise levels from 
this event, one of which was from a local resident that had not contacted us previously. 
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Chartered Environmental Health Practitioner  
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